
I am honored to begin my term as 

the Atlantic Chapter President for 

the second time.  As history is said to 

repeat itself, I previously served a 

year as president in 1986-87.  By 

coincidence I was chair of the 1986 

Atlantic APCO conference that was 

held at the Turf Inn in Colonie and I 

became the president following that 

conference.  In 2010 I also chaired 

the conference held at the same ho-

tel but now owned by Holiday Inn and 

was sworn in as president at the con-

clusion of this years conference. 

 

As a continuing member of the Chap-

ter Board I am well aware of many 

issues that remain for the better-

ment of the membership and I will 

work diligently to move them forward 

or complete them.  I wish to thank 

past president Fisk for her 2 years of 

service in the office of president and 

further for her acceptance of the 

chapter secretaries position.  I ap-

preciate the service of departing 

board members Dave Diamond, Joe 

McNeil and Leslie Carroll.  I welcome 

vice president Craig Scholl, execu-

tive councilman Rich Boettcher and 

delegates at large Gill Emery and 

Steve Bunker.  Special thanks goes 

to Rich Boettcher for his many  years 

of service as Chapter secretary as he 

moves up to elected office.  I look 

forward to working with the new 

members of the board as well as con-

tinuing the relationship with the re-

turning members. 

 

I have previously authored the Atlan-

tic Minute column in the newsletter 

and all the activity since the last col-

umn has been focused on the recent 

conference.  The Board voted to de-

lay this newsletter so that you the 

members could receive the confer-

ence news if you were not able to 

attend.  I will try to incorporate the 

Board actions that were reported in 

the Minute in my Presidents column 

this year. 

 

As Conference chairman I would like 

to report that the combined confer-

ence held jointly this year with the 

NYS 9-1-1 Coordinators was a huge 

success.  We were fortunate to have 

4 committee co-chairs from the Coor-

dinators association to help us 

through the process.  Their experi-

ence and contacts were very valu-

able and made a big difference in the 

successful outcome.  All of the 

Chairs will be compiling a report that 

will be incorporated in a master 

document that will be available to 

guide future conference committees.  

At this point I can inform you that 

there were approximately 200 atten-

dees and another 100 exhibitors that 

made our final attendance just over 

300 people.  We had 46 exhibitor 

booths and several more on a wait-

ing list.  The program was excellent 

with 16 speakers presenting in 3 

venues.  Our slogan was òService 

Before Self / Doing More with Less 

coined as a tribute to the true First ð 

First responders the Telecommunica-

tor.  We initially planned a very aus-

tere conference but as sponsorships 
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òKnowledge 

comes, but wis-

dom lingers.ò 

Alfred Lord  

Tennyson 

were obtained we added to the plans and provided networking suites with evening food 

for the attendees. I regret that there were many of you at the conference that I did not 

get to speak with personally and I hope you understand that duty (managing the confer-

ence) called.  There will be conference articles and photos in this edition that will provide 

more detail.  I can tell you that Stephan Bunker has agreed to host next years conference 

in the Portland Maine area. 

 

I am honored to serve as your President and will initially be pursuing the update of our 

Constitution and Bylaws and the Incorporation and Indemnification of our Chapter.  

Please feel free to contact me with any issues you may have.  Until the next time, be 

proud and be safe. 

 

Tom  
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