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Thoughts from our President

Today | write, as the calendar indi-
cates that fall is beginning and once
again Mother Nature has tested the
proficiency of our Emergency Ser-
vices Communicators. Kudos to all
in the Northeast that have performed
so admirably on behalf of the public
we serve, during the hurricane and
flooding incidents brought on by
Irene and Lee. | truly believe that
most of the public do not realize the
full impact of these events because
of the significant efforts of the public
safety response.

| am writing my final Presidents col-
umn with mixed emotions. All things
must come to an end.

| am saddened by the catastrophic
weather we have experienced and in
addition to being overburdened with
their work activities some of our
members have suffered personal
damages and loss of property.

On the positive side of the ledger |
had set 4 goals for my presidency
and | am pleased with the help of the
board and chapter members we were
able to accomplish them.

The Chapter has been incorporated
in the State of Massachusetts effec-
tive April 21, 2011. The Chapter quo-
rum had previously required insur-
ance be obtained. Annually renew-
able Directors and Officers and Gen-
eral Liability policy's were put in ef-
fect June 2, 2011.

On September 15 we were notified
that the chapter has been granted
501©(3) tax exempt status with the
IRS backdated to April 21, 2011 the
date of our incorporation.

The Bylaws and Policy committee
has completed the rewriting of the
bylaws and created a policy manual
that will be reviewed by our attorney
and the International bylaw commit-

tee and be presented for ratification
by the quorum at the annual meeting
in October.
When the procedural reviews are com-
plete the draft bylaws and policy man-
ual will be posted on the International
APCO PSConnect site in the private
area for the Atlantic chapter. This will
allow access to the members of the
Atlantic chapter. Because these are
draft documents until ratified by the
quorum they are not public docu-
ments. Following any final changes
and ratification they will be posted on
the Atlantic chapter web site for easy
access. There will be a notice sent on
the chapter list server when the draft
documents are available for viewing
on PSConnect. | hope that by the
time you receive this newsletter in
your mailbox the documents will be
available to review. | request you
take the time to look them over so
that you are prepared to comment
and finalize them at the fall business
meeting. | remind you that the most
significant changes are extending
voting rights to the Chapter Commer-
cial Advisory Member (CCAM), the
Secretary, and the Treasurer. Cur-
rently these 3 members serve on the
Board without voting privilege. There
are 7 votes on the Board presently
and this proposal will change that to
10 votes. Also the provision for State
committees that had never been
formed has been removed. Titles of
membership categories have been
changed to reflect the new titles that
International will put in effect January
1, 2012. We have attempted to record
the previous policies of the chapter
and organize them in a manual. All of
this will be part of the documents for
your decision in October.
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to be happy, prac-
tice compassion. If
you want to be
happy, practice

compassion.

The Dalai Lama
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This yeards conference at the Samoset resort
Please check the chapter web site periodically (vww.apco-atlantic.org) for information and de-
tails. It is critical that we have exhibitor support and attendees for our sessions. Please look at
the excellent topics on the web site and get your registrations in immediately. |1 am asking all of
you to contact vendors that are in your area or those whose products you use and request that
they support our conference. We realize the purpose of our treasury is to provide training to our
members but we also are obligated to contain finances to insure the future. The annual meeting
and conference is a costly event and your help is needed to make our conference a success. Re-
member that your registration includes meals and in addition to the fine program we expect the
meals to be substantial.

| am honored to have served as your President, and will continue to serve the chapter on the
Board after the transition occurs at the fall meeting. | would like to thank the members of this
years board for their support and assistance during my tenure and to you the members my appre-
ciation for the opportunity to lead the chapter. Please feel free to contact me with any issues

you may have. As always, be proud, you do make a difference every day, and be safe.

Tom
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One of many restau-
rants in Philly.

PSConnect, how to accesScont by tom catino

0

To access the APCO PSConnect go to http://www.apcointl.org/ and click on PSConnect or go
directly to the site at http://www.psconnect.org/home/ , and log in using your credentials.

APCO PSConnect

lnternat:onal

About Us | APCOIntl.org | G

- Login to see members only

Leaders in Public Safety Communications

HOME | MY PROFILE | DIRECTORY | RESOURCES | DISCUSSIONS | EVENTS | BLOGS | APCOINTL.ORG Search

Once logged in to the PSConnect site,
navigate to oMY PROFI L
drop down menu select '..;-_} ommuni -
tieso.

QUIC My Networks

My RSS Feeds
My Privacy Settings :

I
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Once OMy Communitiesdé opens you will be prijesented with
the Chapter heading you will see O0OAtlantic| APCOO6 commun
hyperlinks to choose from. To view all wuplljoaded documen
Libraryéo
Home > My Communities
My Communities
Search Term/Keyword / Phraseﬁ @ Advanced Search
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Chapter
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u Add a New Entry
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a My Favorites Folders Folder Contents
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Willie Nelson

The editor and
Vicki Federson at

the APCO Philly
conference.
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Our President, and
his wife Judy, at
ease.

"Good communica-
tion does not
mean that you
have to speak in
perfectly formed
sentences and
paragraphs. Itisn't
about slickness.
Simple and clear
go a long way."

John Kotter

Reading
Terminal, Philly
PA.

Atlan'[IC M'nute by Tom Catino

Your Atlantic Chapter Board has been addressing necessary business in the absence of the Quo-
rum, and is pleased to distribute information on these decisions via the Chapter newsletter to
keep the membership informed.

During the July call the 2011 conference chair Steve Bunker and Dave Diamond reported to date
17 exhibitors, 88 attendees and 3 sponsorships. All members are asked to register as soon as
possible if they are attending and also reach out to vendors that you can contact and solicit them
for the conference in October. Attendance and commercial participation is critical to the finan-
cial success of this training opportunity for the members.

Dave Clemons updated the board on current APCO issues and format change for the executive
council meeting to be held August 5. A new APCO logo will be reveled at the conference and
selection committee meetings have started for the new executive director.

Peri Hayes appointed chairperson of the C+B committee; Peri and Charlene will be reviewing
both the Chapter and National C+B for any conflicts. For discussion at the PA meeting: voting
authority for CCAM, Secretary and Treasurer. Also discussion about the elimination of State
Committees and a discussion on an award for the conference chair. The goal is to have a draft
on the chapter web site as soon as possible and at the PA conference.

The 501©(3) forms for tax exemption are almost complete and ready for submittal to the IRS. A
review of the invoice for the legal firm was conducted. A motion was made and passed to submit
$650 for payment of the invoice. Breaking out a Chapter Charitable Trust Foundation discussion
to help isolate the chapters main gener al
is possible to do.

The nominating form for submission for Senior Member Schlieman was given to Rich B for re-
view. The Board voted to nominate him as a senior member.

Tom is developing a meeting agenda for the Philadelphia meeting on August 8th

Under New Business

Two Atlantic Chapter commercial members were submitted for nomination as new members of
CAC, Brian Hughes of Eastern Communications was selected by the CAC to fill a position.
The Atlantic Chapter has been asked to participate in the Chapter Officers workshop in Philadel-
phia and will be speaking on completing documentation for nominations for Senior Membership.
The Board voted to offer congratulations and a 1 year membership to Dispatcher Keith Nosewor-
thy for his act of heroism in helping extricate an accident victim from a burning car.

Thanks to all who were able to attend the conference in Philadelphia in August. For those who
were not able the following are highlights of activities. Rich Boettcher represented the chapter
at the executive council meeting on Friday 8/5. 3 board members and 2 chapter members also
heard the candidate for international 2nd VP speak to the council. On Monday 8/6 the chapter
board held a meeting prior to the scheduled chapter meeting to formulate questions for the can-
didate who had agreed to address the chapter members at our meeting. The board was not com-
fortable with the experience level of the candidate in that his focus seemed to be in technical

and administrative areas but he did not display sufficient knowledge in other important areas to
be broad based enough to represent all of the APCO membership. The Chapter meeting agenda
was delayed to allow Mike Jeffries to introduce himself and he responded to questions both from
the chapter board and the quorum present. An open discussion followed and the final agreement
was that the Atlantic chapter could not support Mr. Jeffries candidacy. Each voting member is
entitled to a secret vote of their choosing however in the International election Mr. Jeffries did
not receive the required majority and was declared unsuccessful. Under the bylaws the President
must appoint a replacement with agreement from the Executive committee and ratification from
the International board. This process will take some time and | am sure the members will be kept
informed.

The Agenda for the chapter meeting was accelerated due to time and the secretary will have
complete minutes. Our current membership is 1251, our finances are stable, incumbents plan to
seek office again and Tom Andross is the announced candidate for 1st VP.The members were
reminded that there will be updated bylaws as required by the SGI and also a draft policy
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