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Thoughts from our President

To all Atlantic Chapter Members:

The SGI (Strategic Governance Initia-
tive) proposed changes will be voted
on at the annual conference in Las
Vegas this August. It is important

that all members are aware of the
changes proposed and the affects on
the structure of APCO.

The Atlantic Chapter is extremely
fortunate to have representation on
this Task Force with Atlantic Chapter
members Michael Mangini and Peter
Thomas. Prior to Las Vegas there
will be three conference call SGI
Taskforce Briefings. The dates for
these briefings are Thursday, July 23;
Wednesday, July 29; and Thursday,
August 6. To attend any of these
briefings, login to your member pro-
file at https://apconetforum.org/
eweb, using your email address and
password, click or
eventsé, fill out
receive an email confirmation with
call in instructions.

| urge you to attend one of the con-
ference call SGI briefings to get the
latest updates on the initiative. Itis
imperative for those of you planning
to attend the National Conference to
be aware and knowledgeable on the
SGI. | strongly encourage you to at-
tend both business meetings and
cast your vote in favor of the SGI.

| am sure most of you are aware by
now of the decision to defer the
2009 Atlantic Chapter Conference
and Fall Meeting until the fall of
2010. The details of this decision
are posted on the Chapter website
and in this newsletter. These ex-

traordinary economic times continue
to be a challenge for our members
and for our agencies. This decision
was difficult, but made in the best
interest of our Chapter and its mem-
bers.

Please feel free to contact the Board
of Officers or myself with your ques-
tions, concerns, or ideas on the SGI,
the Fall Chapter Conference defer-
ment, or any other issue.

Have a safe and enjoyable summer.
Charlene A. Fisk

President
APCO Atlantic Chapter
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APCO ANNOUNCES 2 0S0ASF EPTUYB L |
COMMMUNI CATI ONS AWARD Wi

May 26, 2009, Alexandria, Va.- The Asso-
ciation of Public-Safety Communica-
tions Officials (APCO) International
announced the 2009 Public-Safety
Communications Award winners. The
awards will be presented at the Open-
ing General Session of the APCO Inter-
national 75th Annual Conference and
Exposition in Las Vegas, NV. on August
17th.

The PublicSafety Communications
Awards are presented annually by AP-
CO International to public safety com-
munications personnel who have
demonstrated the highest levels of
personal and professional conduct and
performance in the line of duty. The six
awards are: Telecommunicator of the
Year, Trainer of the Year, Information
Technologist of the Year, Radio Fre-
quency Technologist of the Year, Line
Supervisor of the Year, and Communi-
cations Center Director of the Year.
The 2009 winners are:

Stephen Bunker, photo provided.
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Telecommunicator of the Yeard Loanne Travess, Grays Harbor Communications
E9-1-1, Aberdeen, WA.

Trainer of the Year- Stephan Bunker, Maine 9-1-1 Bureau, Augusta, ME.

Information Technologist of the Yeard Scott Sipe, Grays Harbor Communications
E9-1-1, Aberdeen, WA.

Radio Frequency Technologist of the Yead David King, City of Bakersfield,
Bakersfield, CA.

Line Supervisor of the Yeard Patrick Healy, Arlington Fire Department/
Communications Services, Arlington, TX

Communications Center Director of the Yeard Jerald Bleck, TriCom Central
Dispatch, St. Charles, IL.

"APCO International congratulates the 2009 Public-Safety Communications award win-
ners". APCO International Executive Director George S. Rice, Jr. said. "The work they
have done in their respective agencies are great examples of activities deserving of this
great honor and their entire departments should be proud their awards."

The APCO International 75th Annual Conference and Exposition will be held August 16
20 in Las Vegas, NV. For more information on the APCO International 75th Annual Con-
ference and Exposition, visit www.apco2009.org. To obtain a press pass for the APCO
International 75th Annual Conference and Exposition, contact Courtney McCarron Has-
tings at (571)312 -4400 x7002 or mccarronc@apco911.org
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Dear fellow APCO Atlantic Chapter members,

June 10, 2009

PRESI DENT

h | i sk . . . . .
Norton Pu Qq o Satertyltds withnregeat thatsthe APCO Atlantic Executive Board has decided to
Ne L East it oasect defer the 2009 Atlantic Chapter Conference and Fall Meeting sched-
50886207 uled this fall in New Jersey until the fall of 2010.

PRESIDENT ELECT

Lhomas A. Catino In this difficult economic environment, we found most agencies in our
4 ArD or Court .. Chapter are experiencing severe budget cuts and that tr_avel6 especial-
51858783 ly out-ofdstate travel & has been severely limited or denied altogether.

FiRrsT vice pres: pentAfter much discussion, the Board was not confident that member at-

Frank 0. Kiernan = tendance at the conference would be representative of the Chapter

0o weol maenosrey, ToBltitient to @8rduct Chapter business and would not justify the invest-

Y Esasn, ©T- 06451 mentof time and resources of the conference committee, vendors, pre-
senters, and volunteers. Therefore, in the best interest of our Chapter,

EXELUTLVE SOUNC! L the Board felt the only financially responsible course of action was to

worcester fmga gency deferthe Fall ‘Conference andrelated Chapter Businessand elections

worcester, MA. o1s6o0suntilthe fall of 2010. We hope that the economic and agency budget-

20894777 ary situations will improve by next fall and this action will allow the

RN QEAQ)DV' sorY New Jersey Conference Committee the optimum amount of time to de-

( S . :

Michael J. Mangini Velopa strong, wellattended conference. This will also give agencies

S6 Bl ueberry Lane @and our memberds sufficient tthame

Hopkinton, 2@R8 01748are causing travel restrictions and thus, will allow the Chapter to have
a well-attended conference.

PAST PRESI DENT

David J Di amond . ) ) )

Barnstable County Sh Pleasedse assured that the Atlantic Chapter of APCO is financially and

Brewstor ha oseail IoFg‘““anizaltionaIIy strong and your Board of Officers will continue to act in

50896803 the best interests of you, our members, during these difficult economic

BOARD MEMBAEFRBRGE times.

Craig J Scholl

Clinton County Emgrgency_Services . .

16 Emergency ServiceThink yeu for your continued support of the Atlantic Chapter.

Pl attsburgh N.Y. 12903

51-86-8791

Leslie A. Carroll Sincerely,

Cambridge Emergency
Communi cations
489 Broadway
Cambridge, MA.
613406911

Charlene A. Fisk
PePar bredident
02138 APCO Atlantic Chapter
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Atlantic Chapter Board Activities

Your Atlantic Chapter Board has been holding regular conference calls to address neces-
sary business in the absence of the Quorum. The Board is pleased to distribute infor-
mation on these calls via the Chapter newsletter to keep the membership informed.

Throughout the month of April and May, the Board members had numerous conference
calls and exchanged email regarding the Fall conference scheduled for November in New
Jersey. The Board received a downsized agenda proposal from the conference commit-
tee and investigated the cost estimate from the East Brunswick Hilton for an abbreviated
meeting format. The Board discussed (numerous times) the concerns that are expressed

in the Presidentds | etter which is also contain
conditions coupled with the travel restrictions concerned the Board and as expressed in
the Presidentés |l etter a decision was made in t

the annual Chapter business meeting to the Fall of 2010.

. . Board members Tom Catino and Dave Diamond will meet with the Hilton management
oYour mind Ligg \x?thn:he‘?nbe?s from the NJ conference committee to resolve the issues related to
parachute...it func- the original contact and will renegotiate the numbers with a conscious awareness that

. some travel and financial restrictions will likely remain in place during 2010.

tions only when
ope.nob The Board also received and reviewed the final report from the 2008 conference held in
Whitefield, New Hampshire. The report is specific and detailed and will serve as a model
for future reports. As previously expressed in the last newsletter there was a financial
loss that was significantly increased because attendees departed early from the confer-
ence.

Author Unknown.

I n the June conference calll the Board voted to
2009 International conference in compliance with the Chapter policy for chairing a suc-

cessful conference in 2008. The Board voted to return to hosting a Chapter Hospitality

suite for members during the 2009 conference in Las Vegas and to comply with previous

action in funding the Chapter Presidentds atten
Board received a request to provide a conduit to Atlantic members notifying them that

there will be a conference held in Niagara Falls, NY September 8 to 10 focusing on Elec-

tro Magnetic Pulse events. A tabletop exercise is planned and the conference is offering

sponsorship in return for participation in the exercise. The Board distributed the infor-

mation on the chapter list server and members can check the web site www.stop-

EMP.comor email EMPconference2009@gmail.comfor additional information.
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Inside New YOI’k,submitted by Craig Scholl

Essex County gets new 911 coordinator

By LOHR McKINSTRY
Staff Writer

LEWISHA An electrical engineer has been hired as the new
deputy director at the Essex County Office of Emergency
Services.

' | Michael Blaise of Moriah started work May 11 as deputy
1 director and County Enhanced 911 coordinator.

In his new position, he will oversee the County 911 center
in Lewis and assist County Emergency Services Director
Donald Jaquish.

OA dream beco
Jaquish was promoted to director from deputy director in a goal when action

December 2008, leaving his previous post open. is taken toward its
achievement 6.

He said they interviewed 15 candidates for the deputy di-
rector's job and selected Blaise as the best qualified. Bo Bennett.

. "I'm looking forward to working with Emergency Services
and the new radio project,” Blaise said. "There's going to be a lot to get done."

One of his tasks will be to work on the county's new publicsafety radio-system project,
which will upgrade the system from VHF lowband to a state-of-the-art digital network.

"I think he's (Blaise) eminently qualified for the position," Jaquish said. "He has a fire,
police and engineering background. He's the most wellrounded candidate."

Blaise is a former captain with the Essex County Sheriff's Department and a graduate of
Rochester Institute of Technology.

He will be paid $55,000 a year in the new job.

Both Jaquish and Blaise hold the positions provisionally and must pass Civil Service tests
that will be given at a later date.

Essex County is issuing $10 million in serial bonds to pay for the new radio system. The
project will add antennas and microwave links to several existing mountaintop towers

that the County Enhanced 911 center can use to dispatch emergency responders. It will
also replace vehicle radios in fire, ambulance and local police vehicles with digital units.

Jaquish said Blaise has supervised the construction of similar largescale projects.

"I think Mike can hit the ground running on this. His experience will be invaluable as this
system is built."




